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It is not only in regard to political offences that non-co-opera-
tors are to refrain from taking part in court proceedings. They
may not defend themselves in courts from which they have deci-
ded to keep away even if they are charged with base crimes. The
misfortune lies in having committed a crime, not in the fact that
the world regards one as guilty. Many sinners conceal their sins
from others and, passing for eminent religious leaders, live a
burden to the world; such persons win no great reward in life.
We look upon them as impostors.
We do not regard everyone who has been sentenced by a
court as a criminal; on the contrary, all who have   had expe-
rience of courts know that many innocent persons are punished
and the guilty often escape punishment.  As a lawyer, too, I have
come across many such instances.   Going to a court is like play-
ing a game of chopat. For some, the dice may turn up favourably,
for others, unfavourably.   There is no reason to believe that they
alone are worthy men who are favoured by the dice.   Every play-
er of chopat will readily recall instances in which the player always
got the wrong number up, and failed to get the right number
despite his most anxious efforts.   It was not because of lack .of
skill   in   gambling   on   their part that the Pandavas lost while
Duryodhana won.1   Poor Yudhisthira   spared   no   efforts.   The
Pandavas, however, were destined to attain immortal fame, to
prove afresh that dharma always involved suffering.   They were,
therefore, defeated. But the world reveres the defeated Pandavas.
Shri  Govindji's world cqnsists of his friends.   What do his
friends think about him?   I have not yet met a single friend of his
who believes him to be guilty.   Even now I see before me-his face
bathed in tears.   When I did not even know that the might be
prosecuted or that some action might be taken against him,  he
came to see me in order to remove any suspicions that I might have
and, with tears in his eyes, told me that he had taken no  part
whatever in inciting anyone.   "You will certainly believe that I,
who often spend my   time  with Parsi friends and who owe my
money to Parsi patrons, would at least have the sense to realize
that I would be guilty in the eyes of the world and of God, were
I to incite anyone against Parsis."  These are the words he utter-
ed on that day, in a voice choked with emotion.    He related
much else in the same strain and convinced me of his innocence.
1 Yudhisthira, the eldest of the Pandavas, played against Duryodhana
guided by Shakuni, Duryodhana's maternal uncle, and lost successive games
with increasingly heavy stakes till he had forfeited their share of the
kingdom and their personal liberty. The story is told in the Mahdbharata.
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